
the power of specialized thinking

575 LEXINGTON AVENUE

NEW YORK, NY 1 0 0 2 2

2 1 2 . 5 0 8 . 9 6 0 0 P 2 1 2 . 7 5 1 . 9 7 1 0 F

WWW.MAKOVSKY.COM

Reprinted from PRWeek
September 3, 2007

100

80

60

40

20

0

68%

pressure to meet financial forecasts/Wall
street guidance
Financial gain
personal lack of integrity
Fear of admitting failure
insufficient monitoring and controls
Rubber stamp” boards
ignorance of today’s ethical standards

Why Would a company behaVe unethically?

ReseaRch: Corporate views on ethics an activism
conducted by: Makovsky & Co. and Harris Interactive

sample: 284 senior executives of large companies
Goal: Determine the attitudes of corporate leaders toward
ethics and shareholder activism

Key FindinGs:

60% of female execs

say shareholder activism
strengthens companies,
compared with 47% of men

18% of respondents in the

high-tech sector say activism
threatens companies “a lot”

50% believe activism

strengthens the health of public
corporations

8% say activism threatens the

health of public companies “a
lot”
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